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and slandered a little for the sake of my 
beloved Lord." Mr. Fetler is now exiled 
in Sweden and is at present on a brief 
mission tour among the Lapps. 

Distress in Labrador Mission 

One of the missions that is now feeling 
the stress of hard conditions most severely 
is that of Dr. Grenfell, in Labrador and 
Newfoundland. Many untoward circum- 
stances have combined to make life exceed- 
ingly hard in that region. The fish market 



has been depressed, and the catch for 1914 
was so poor that many families have been 
left to face the winter with practically no 
savings and no supplies. Chiefly as a 
result of the war there will be no cash deal- 
ing in furs this year. Added to this is the 
tremendous advance in the price of food- 
stuffs. Flour has risen from $5 . 30 to $7 . 20 
per barrel, sugar from $3.40 to $5.90 per 
hundred pounds. This makes still another of 
the many appeals to the charity and loyalty 
of those who have enough and to spare. 
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Helps to Church Unity 

In an article in the Christian Union 
Quarterly entitled "Some Helps to Church 
Unity," Rev. R. W. Hogue makes the fol- 
lowing ten practical suggestions toward 
stronger federation among the churches: 

1. Growing need of union summer sem- 
inaries for the clergy. 

2. The placing of men of liberal minds, 
fraternal spirit, and large vision in our 
university centers. 

3. An extension of the practice of uniting 
summer congregations during the vacation 
of the pastors. 

4. The wise interchange of pulpits and 
the refusal to accept as final the existing 
ecclesiastical regulations. 

5. The open assertion, not tacit denial 
or reluctant admission, of what we owe to 
others. 

6. A more aggressive unity of liberal 
forces within our own churches. 

7. To speak more fearlessly from our own 
pulpits the things which we would speak 
from the pulpits of other churches, to inform 
and direct the thoughts of our congregation 
along fraternal and liberal lines. 

8. More federation of separate churches 
for social service and community welfare. 

9. A program of study of the question of 
faith and order in our ministerial unions 
and other meetings of the clergy. 



10. The more real and frequent use of 
prayer for church unity on the part of the 
clergy in their private devotions, in regular 
services, and in public gatherings. 

The Chnrch and the Working-man 

The efficient church of the present 
century must be one which can adapt itself 
readily to modern social problems. The 
church that would reach the masses must 
be something more than the old-style city 
mission; for in many cases the city mission 
has failed to keep pace with the thinking of 
the people. Concerning the problem of the 
city mission, Charles Stelzle writes in 
the Expositor for January, 1915, that the 
mission has failed, not because the people 
are indifferent to religion, but because the 
mission has neglected to keep pace with 
the new experiences of the people. While 
the mission has been faithful in providing 
food and shelter to the miserable, it has not 
succeeded in providing leadership in the 
new thinking of the masses, with the result 
that other forces have often taken its 
place in the hearts of the people. It has 
lost its spiritual grip because it has failed to 
enlarge its own life and vision by taking 
on the life of its constituency. The greatest 
problem of the church is not so much with 
the downtrodden working-man or pauper, 
but rather with the independent toiler. 
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The reason for the church's failure to grip 
the higher-grade artisans Mr. Stelzle ex- 
plains as follows: 

One of the chief reasons why the church 
loses its grip upon men who were at one time 
interested in the church is because they have 
found in organizations and agencies outside 
of the church an outlet for the energies which 
were originally inspired by the church itself 
and for which the church should actually receive 
credit. There are any number of labor leaders 
of prominence in every part of the world who 
were first inspired and educated in the church, 
but the pressure of their duties as labor men 
soon became so great that they were compelled 
to decide whether they would give up either 
the church or the labor movement as the chief 
center about which their energies should be 
concentrated. In practically every case the 
church suffered, not because these men have 
given up religion, but because to them the labor 
movement has become a substitute for the 
church — it has become to them a religion. 
And while they do not find within the labor 
movement the same terminology that one 
finds in the church, there is no doubt that their 
religious emotions are as deeply stirred in the 
work which they are doing in behalf of the 
masses as it could possibly be within the church 
itself. Only an intimate relationship with men 
of this type will satisfy the average person that 
the above statement is true. 

Mr. Stelzle would not have the church 
become a mere labor movement. But as a 
solution of the problem he recommends that 
the church's grip on life be larger and more 
comprehensive. It must have a clear-cut 
message with regard to the social needs of 
the people. It must be in a position to 
direct the energies of those who are eager 
to do something for common humanity but 
who do not feel fitted for teaching a Sunday- 
school class or serving on a young people's 
committee. When the church has learned 
to direct the energy of such persons to the 
large social problems which heretofore 
have not been considered within the spiritual 
realm, it will regain its hold on the better 
class of laborers. 



The Ambassadors of the Churches 
in Japan 

Professor Shailer Mathews, president of 
the Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America, and his companion, Rev. 
Sidney L. Gulick, associate secretary of 
the Federal Council, now in Japan as ambas- 
sadors of the American churches to the 
churches and people of Japan, are receiving 
a hearty welcome. They were met by a 
large delegation at Yokohama and escorted 
to Tokyo where they appeared before a 
large gathering of the Federated Churches 
of Japan. 

In addition to the letter of greeting from 
the Federal Council, they also bore letters 
from President Wilson and Secretary of 
State Bryan, all of which have been printed 
in full in the leading Japanese papers with 
editorial comment stating that while the 
mission is one of distinctively spiritual 
significance it also means much in the 
interest of international good-will. 

They have already been received by 
Count Okuma and other leading officials. 

The Moral Influence of America 

The Annual Report of the General 
Secretary of the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America calls atten- 
tion to the deep impression, all over the 
world, of the President's appointment of 
the Day of Prayer for Peace and says it 
has undoubtedly done much to prepare the 
way for reconciliation. The Council's 
Berlin correspondent reports that the 
Federal Council's letter to the President 
was translated and submitted to the most 
important heads and authorities of the 
Protestant and Roman churches in Ger- 
many and Austria and that it was printed 
in the church papers of those nations. One 
of the Paris daily papers printed a long edi- 
torial commending the action and the spirit 
of the letter and recommended that the 
President of the French Republic also 
appoint a Day of Prayer. A Chinese daily 
paper remarked that a Day of Prayer should 
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be observed by the people of China and 
urged that the President of the Republic, 
chiefs of ministries and boards, and all 
governors join in prayer to God. 

The Churches and the Problem of the 
Unemployed 

The Walmer Road Baptist Church in 
Toronto, Canada, is endeavoring to solve 
its social problems through the Memorial 
Institute, which it operates, under the 
direction of Rev. A. L. Brown. During 
the winter the Institute has converted much 
of its building into workshops for unem- 
ployed men and women. Opportunity has 
been given for sewing, and for the smaller 
crafts, and the articles produced are dis- 
posed of by public sale at the Institute or 
by contract with the management. So far 
the effort has been very successful and has 
brought many families safely through a 
most distressing period. 

According to the Literary Digest of 
January 23, much interest is being aroused 



by the efforts of the Inter-Church Unem- 
ployment Committee of the New York Fed- 
eration of Churches. This committee has 
made a strong appeal to more than twelve 
hundred churches and synagogues of the 
city, suggesting ways in which individual 
churches can render practical assistance 
to the unemployed. The Digest selects a 
number of these suggestions as useful and 
worthy of imitation: Let families and 
individual church members become per- 
sonally responsible for some needy family. 
The church should endeavor to bring 
together the jobless and the job. House- 
keepers, with a little planning, can provide 
much work at the present time which 
is usually put off until the milder weather. 
Many churches might well have needed 
repairs put upon their church buildings. 
Employers should be urged to continue 
operations and employ as many as possible, 
as a religious duty. The committee also 
suggests the public schools as an excellent 
means of discovering needy families. 



